Updated 3/8/21

Honors English 9 Summer Project 


The Project:

1. Find something that you have always wanted to do, and you can never seem to find the time to do it.  This needs to be something that is new to you.    If it is something you have tried once or twice and now you are going to learn to do it properly, that is ok. For example, one year I went scuba diving three times. Then I took lessons in the summer so I could dive without a dive master.  That is acceptable.  However, it is not something new if you have been playing on a soccer team for some time, and now you want to play at the next level.
2. Some examples of possible projects include:  start a new exercise program, plant a garden, take singing lessons, work with little kids in a summer camp, work at a homeless shelter, take a photography class, or learn sign language.  The ideas are endless!  If you don’t see it listed here, that doesn’t mean you can’t do it as a project.  This is your chance to make learning fun.  I also have a list of ideas generated by what past students have done. It will be on the Honors English 9 webpage and also in Google Classroom.  
3. Your project must be something you work on for part of the summer.  Because we are getting out of school so late this year, I have shortened the required time to four weeks.  Feel free to do the normal six weeks if you wish!  That might be easy because it should be something you think you will enjoy.  It is your choice.  If you are unsure whether your choice will be acceptable, please email me with your idea.
4. Keep a journal of your experiences in this new activity. You should be writing in your journal at least once a week during the period you are working on your project (three to four weeks).  The total writing per week should be between half a page and a page (in an 8 ½ x 11 sized journal) – it could be several short entries or one detailed one for the week.  Also include how much time you spent on your project during the week and what you have learned in this process.  In the beginning of your journal, tell why you decided to pick the project that you did.  At the end of the journal, please give a detailed reflection on what you learned in your time.  On the reflection page also have a parent or guardian sign to verify the summer project work you have done. Please number and date each journal entry. You can type or handwrite this journal—whatever is easier for you! (I have added an example on the webpage and in Google Classroom a journal that is organized well.) The due date for the journal is at the top of this page.  
5. This project should be something you continue through the majority of the summer.  Hopefully this is something you enjoy, and you will want to continue it into the school year!  Minimum, you should have three to four weeks of working on your summer project and journaling. I should see evidence of your LEARNING not just activities.   If you are taking lessons once a week, you should also have multiple short practice sessions through the week. You don’t really improve by just practicing once a week.  Be sure to plan for things such as family vacations and camps.  Also, if you won’t be here to turn your work in on the due date, plan ahead!  Get it turned in ahead of time. You can turn this in to the office or in Google Classroom.  Whichever option you choose, put everything in the same spot (all in paper at school or all in Google Classroom).  Also, the office  is closed from 12-1 each day for lunch.  If you can turn it in early, it is open Monday mornings most of the summer.  Check the Mead website for hours. Again, plan ahead, so that you can turn this in on time!

6. Make a visual presentation of your experiences.  You will present this for your class (no more than five minutes!)  This could be a scrapbook, a family tree that you researched, a PowerPoint or Prezi presentation, or a video. This will be due the second week of school, so please don’t start it until you are back in school.  I will discuss this in our first week back.   However, do take some pictures, so that you have them for your presentation!                                 

 ~Cont’d on the back

7. Pick your grade!  See the chart below to decide which grade you would like to strive for.  


* Your work needs to be honors quality to receive this grade. In other words, if you do four weeks on your project and it isn’t quality work, you will get a grade lower than an A.  Your project must reflect a commitment to honors level work.

8. Read two books.  These books should be close to grade level for you, but also of interest to you.  Choose ones you want to read, not ones you think I want you to read.  After you read each book, please type a one- to two-page (double-spaced, 12-point) personal response to the book.  Include in the response a brief summary (no more than 3-6 sentences for the summary) of the book, your opinion of the book, and what you learned from reading it.  Write about connections you made with this book and the world around you or connections to other books you have read or movies you have watched. The due date for these personal reactions is shown at the top of the front page.  We will discuss these books in the first week of school.  These two books are your choice. However, I have included a list of some of the books you will read during your four years at Mead High School.  You may want to avoid these, so you aren’t rereading the same books during your high school years at Mead.
Just a quick recap of all the items and due dates you will be responsible for:

· Fri. Mar. 26  – Letter of interest and the cover letter with parent/guardian  and student signatures (put in Google Classroom –join this with Code oh7xza4). Out of district students, please just email me both documents. 
· Mon June 7- optional parent and student meeting @ 5:30 pm.  This is a chance to have questions answered. It will be a Zoom meeting and I will put a link in Google Classroom as we get closer.  For students new to the district, please email me for the link in early June if you are interested in joining the Zoom meeting.  Once you are fully registered @ Mead, you will be able to join Google Classroom.
· Tues. August 17 – Journal and two book personal reactions –. (Office not open until Mon. Aug 16 & closed for lunch from 12-1 & closes @ 3 pm) You can turn these in as paper copies OR in the Google Classroom if you have it all electronic.  Please turn in all your work in the same place.  
· Mon. Sept. 13-  Summer project visual and prepared presentation due  (more info in first week of school- don’t start it before then other than taking some pictures.)
I have a link to an Honors English 9 webpage on the Mead High School website where you can find all the paperwork. I will also have all of it in the Google Classroom.  
You have quite a bit of freedom in these assignments.  If you have any questions about them or want to ask if your plan is appropriate, please feel free to call me at school at 465-7000 by June 25.  If I don’t answer, leave a message, and I will return your call.  After June 25, please feel free to email me at dori.whitford@mead354.org.   I enjoy talking to students over the summer, so I encourage you to contact me with any questions or concerns.

Sincerely,

Dori Whitford 

Mead High School

302 W Hastings 

Spokane, WA  99218

School 465-7000 until June 25
dori.whitford@mead354.org
The journal and book personal reactions are DUE (in Mead High School’s main office, c/o Dori Whitford or in Google Classroom) by 3:00 p.m., Tuesday, August 17.


The presentation - we will talk about this in the first week of school.  Get some pictures  for your visual, but other than that, don’t use your summer for this work.








A = 4 weeks	


B = 3 weeks


C = 2 weeks


D = 1 week








